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FICTION, INCLUDING SPECULATIVE FICTION, SCIENCE FICTION, FANTASY 
 
Olga Dies Dreaming – Xochitl Gonzalez – 1/4/2022 
 
A blazing talent debuts with the tale of a status-driven wedding planner grappling with her social 
ambitions, absent mother, and Puerto Rican roots--all in the wake of Hurricane Maria. 
 
It's 2017, and Olga and her brother, Pedro "Prieto" Acevedo, are boldfaced names in their hometown of 
New York. Prieto is a popular congressman representing their gentrifying Latinx neighborhood in 
Brooklyn, while Olga is the tony wedding planner for Manhattan's power brokers. 
 
Despite their alluring public lives, behind closed doors things are far less rosy. Sure, Olga can orchestrate 
the love stories of the 1 percent but she can't seem to find her own. . . until she meets Matteo, who 
forces her to confront the effects of long-held family secrets. 
 
Olga and Prieto's mother, Blanca, a Young Lord turned radical, abandoned her children to advance a 
militant political cause, leaving them to be raised by their grandmother. Now, with the winds of 
hurricane season, Blanca has come barreling back into their lives. 
 
Set against the backdrop of New York City in the months surrounding the most devastating hurricane in 
Puerto Rico's history, Xochitl Gonzalez's Olga Dies Dreaming is a story that examines political corruption, 
familial strife, and the very notion of the American dream--all while asking what it really means to 
weather a storm. 
 
The Good Son – Jacquelyn Michard – 1/18/2022 
 
What do you do when the person you love best becomes unrecognizable to you? For Thea Demetriou, 
the answer is both simple and agonizing: you keep loving him somehow.  
 
Stefan was just seventeen when he went to prison for the drug-fueled murder of his girlfriend, Belinda. 
Three years later, he's released to a world that refuses to let him move on. Belinda's mother, once 
Thea's good friend, galvanizes the community to rally against him to protest in her daughter's memory. 
The media paints Stefan as a symbol of white privilege and indifferent justice. Neighbors, employers, 
even some members of Thea's own family turn away.  
 
Meanwhile Thea struggles to understand her son. At times, he is still the sweet boy he has always been; 
at others, he is a young man tormented by guilt and almost broken by his time in prison. But as his 
efforts to make amends meet escalating resistance and threats, Thea suspects more forces are at play 
than just community outrage. And if there is so much she never knew about her own son, what other 
secrets has she yet to uncover--especially about the night Belinda died? 
 
How High We Go In the Dark – Sequoia Nagamatsu – 1/18/2022 
 
Beginning in 2030, a grieving archeologist arrives in the Arctic Circle to continue the work of his recently 
deceased daughter at the Batagaika crater, where researchers are studying long-buried secrets now 



revealed due to melting permafrost, including the perfectly preserved remains of a girl who appears to 
have died of an ancient virus. 
 
Once unleashed, the Arctic Plague will reshape life on earth for generations to come, quickly traversing 
the globe, forcing humanity to devise a myriad of moving and inventive ways to embrace possibility in 
the face of tragedy. In a theme park designed for terminally ill children, a cynical employee falls in love 
with a mother desperate to hold on to her infected son. A heartbroken scientist searching for a cure 
finds a second chance at fatherhood when one of his test subjects—a pig—develops the capacity for 
human speech. A widowed painter and her teenaged granddaughter embark on a cosmic quest to locate 
a new home planet.  
 
From funerary skyscrapers to hotels for the dead to interstellar starships, Sequoia Nagamatsu takes 
readers on a wildly original and compassionate journey, spanning continents, centuries, and even 
celestial bodies to tell a story about the resiliency of the human spirit, our infinite capacity to dream, 
and the connective threads that tie us all together in the universe. 
 
Vladimir – Julia May Jonas – 2/1/2022 
 
A provocative, razor-sharp, and timely debut novel about a beloved English professor facing a slew of 
accusations against her professor husband by former students--a situation that becomes more 
complicated when she herself develops an obsession of her own... 
 
"When I was a child, I loved old men, and I could tell that they also loved me." 
 
And so we are introduced to our deliciously incisive narrator: a popular English professor whose 
charismatic husband at the same small liberal arts college is under investigation for his inappropriate 
relationships with his former students. The couple have long had a mutual understanding when it comes 
to their extra-marital pursuits, but with these new allegations, life has become far less comfortable for 
them both. And when our narrator becomes increasingly infatuated with Vladimir, a celebrated, married 
young novelist who's just arrived on campus, their tinder box world comes dangerously close to 
exploding. 
 
With this bold, edgy, and uncommonly assured debut, author Julia May Jonas takes us into charged 
territory, where the boundaries of morality bump up against the impulses of the human heart. 
Propulsive, darkly funny, and wildly entertaining, Vladimir perfectly captures the personal and political 
minefield of our current moment, exposing the nuances and the grey area between power and desire. 
 
The Arc – Tory Henwood Hoen – 2/8/2022 
 
35-year-old Ursula Byrne, VP of Strategic Audacity at a branding agency in Manhattan, is successful, 
witty, whip-smart, and single. She’s tried all the dating apps, and let’s just say: she’s underwhelmed by 
her options. You’d think that by now someone would have come up with something more bespoke; a 
way for users to be more tailored about who and what they want in a life partner—how hard could that 
be? 
 
Enter The Arc: a highly secretive, super-sophisticated matchmaking service that uses a complex series of 
emotional, psychological and physiological assessments to architect partnerships that will go the 



distance. The price tag is high, the promise ambitious—a level of lifelong compatibility that would 
otherwise be unattainable. In other words, The Arc will find your ideal mate. 
 
Ursula is paired with 42-year-old lawyer Rafael Banks. From moment one, this feels like the electric, 
lasting love they’ve each been seeking their whole adult lives. But as their relationship unfolds in 
unanticipated ways, the two begin to realize that true love is never a sure thing. And the arc of a 
relationship is never predictable...even when it's fully optimized. 
 
One Italian Summer – Rebecca Serle – 3/1/2022 
 
The New York Times bestselling author of the “heartwarming, heartbreaking, and hard to put down” 
(Laurie Frankel, New York Times bestselling author) modern classic In Five Years returns with a moving 
and unforgettable exploration of the powerful bond between mother and daughter set on the 
breathtaking Amalfi Coast. 
 
When Katy’s mother dies, she is left reeling. Carol wasn’t just Katy’s mom, but her best friend and first 
phone call. She had all the answers and now, when Katy needs her the most, she is gone. To make 
matters worse, their planned mother-daughter trip of a lifetime looms: to Positano, the magical town 
where Carol spent the summer right before she met Katy’s father. Katy has been waiting years for Carol 
to take her, and now she is faced with embarking on the adventure alone. 
 
But as soon as she steps foot on the Amalfi Coast, Katy begins to feel her mother’s spirit. Buoyed by the 
stunning waters, beautiful cliffsides, delightful residents, and, of course, delectable food, Katy feels 
herself coming back to life. 
 
And then Carol appears—in the flesh, healthy, sun-tanned, and thirty years old. Katy doesn’t understand 
what is happening, or how—all she can focus on is that she has somehow, impossibly, gotten her 
mother back. Over the course of one Italian summer, Katy gets to know Carol, not as her mother, but as 
the young woman before her. She is not exactly who Katy imagined she might be, however, and soon 
Katy must reconcile the mother who knew everything with the young woman who does not yet have a 
clue. 
 
Rebecca Serle’s next great love story is here, and this time it’s between a mother and a daughter. With 
her signature “heartbreaking, redemptive, and authentic” (Jamie Ford, New York Times bestselling 
author) prose, Serle has crafted a transcendent novel about how we move on after loss, and how the 
people we love never truly leave us. 
 
The Wolf Den – Elodie Harper – 3/29/2022 
 
Sold by her impoverished mother. Enslaved in an infamous brothel in Pompeii. Determined to fight for 
her freedom at all costs. . . . Enter into the Wolf Den. 
 
Amara was once the beloved daughter of a doctor in Greece, until her father’s sudden death plunged 
her mother into destitution. Now Amara is a slave and prostitute in Pompeii’s notorious Wolf Den 
brothel or lupanar, owned by a cruel and ruthless man. Intelligent and resourceful, she is forced to hide 
her true self. But her spirit is far from broken. Buoyed by the sisterhood she forges with the brothel’s 
other women, Amara finds solace in the laughter and hopes they all share. For the streets of the city are 
alive with opportunity—here, even the lowest-born slave can dream of a new beginning. But everything 



in Pompeii has a price. How much will Amara’s freedom cost her? The Wolf Den is the first in a trilogy of 
novels about the lives of women in ancient Pompeii. 
 
The Candy House – Jennifer Egan – 4/5/2022 
 
From one of the most celebrated writers of our time, a literary figure with cult status, a “sibling novel” 
to her Pulitzer Prize- and NBCC Award-winning A Visit from the Goon Squad—an electrifying, deeply 
moving novel about the quest for authenticity and meaning in a world where memories and identities 
are no longer private. 
 
The Candy House opens with the staggeringly brilliant Bix Bouton, whose company, Mandala, is so 
successful that he is “one of those tech demi-gods with whom we’re all on a first name basis.” Bix is 40, 
with four kids, restless, desperate for a new idea, when he stumbles into a conversation group, mostly 
Columbia professors, one of whom is experimenting with downloading or “externalizing” memory. It’s 
2010. Within a decade, Bix’s new technology, “Own Your Unconscious”—that allows you access to every 
memory you’ve ever had, and to share every memory in exchange for access to the memories of 
others—has seduced multitudes. But not everyone. 
 
In spellbinding interlocking narratives, Egan spins out the consequences of Own Your Unconscious 
through the lives of multiple characters whose paths intersect over several decades. Intellectually 
dazzling, The Candy House is also extraordinarily moving, a testament to the tenacity and transcendence 
of human longing for real connection, love, family, privacy and redemption. In the world of Egan’s 
spectacular imagination, there are “counters” who track and exploit desires and there are “eluders,” 
those who understand the price of taking a bite of the Candy House. Egan introduces these characters in 
an astonishing array of narrative styles—from omniscient to first person plural to a duet of voices, an 
epistolary chapter and a chapter of tweets. 
 
If Goon Squad was organized like a concept album, The Candy House incorporates Electronic Dance 
Music’s more disjunctive approach. The parts are titled: Build, Break, Drop. With an emphasis on 
gaming, portals, and alternate worlds, its structure also suggests the experience of moving among 
dimensions in a role-playing game. 
 
The Candy House is a bold, brilliant imagining of a world that is moments away. Egan takes to stunning 
new heights her “deeply intuitive forays into the darker aspects of our technology-driven, image-
saturated culture” (Vogue). The Candy House delivers an absolutely extraordinary combination of fierce, 
exhilarating intelligence and heart. 
 
 
Lessons in Chemistry – Bonnie Garmus – 4/5/2022 
 
A delight for readers of Where’d You Go, Bernadette and The Marvelous Mrs. Maisel, this blockbuster 
debut set in 1960s California features the singular voice of Elizabeth Zott, a scientist whose career takes 
a detour when she becomes the star of a beloved TV cooking show. 
 
Chemist Elizabeth Zott is not your average woman. In fact, Elizabeth Zott would be the first to point out 
that there is no such thing as an average woman. But it’s the early 1960s and her all-male team at 
Hastings Research Institute takes a very unscientific view of equality. Except for one: Calvin Evans; the 



lonely, brilliant, Nobel–prize nominated grudge-holder who falls in love with—of all things—her mind. 
True chemistry results.  
  
But like science, life is unpredictable. Which is why a few years later Elizabeth Zott finds herself not only 
a single mother, but the reluctant star of America’s most beloved cooking show Supper at Six. 
Elizabeth’s unusual approach to cooking (“combine one tablespoon acetic acid with a pinch of sodium 
chloride”) proves revolutionary. But as her following grows, not everyone is happy. Because as it turns 
out, Elizabeth Zott isn’t just teaching women to cook. She’s daring them to change the status quo.   
  
Laugh-out-loud funny, shrewdly observant, and studded with a dazzling cast of supporting characters, 
Lessons in Chemistry is as original and vibrant as its protagonist. 
 
 
Sea of Tranquility – Emily St. John Mandel – 4/5/2022 
 
The award-winning, best-selling author of Station Eleven and The Glass Hotel returns with a novel of art, 
time, love, and plague that takes the reader from Vancouver Island in 1912 to a dark colony on the 
moon five hundred years later, unfurling a story of humanity across centuries and space. 
 
Edwin St. Andrew is eighteen years old when he crosses the Atlantic by steamship, exiled from polite 
society following an ill-conceived diatribe at a dinner party. He enters the forest, spellbound by the 
beauty of the Canadian wilderness, and suddenly hears the notes of a violin echoing in an airship 
terminal—an experience that shocks him to his core.  
  
Two centuries later a famous writer named Olive Llewellyn is on a book tour. She’s traveling all over 
Earth, but her home is the second moon colony, a place of white stone, spired towers, and artificial 
beauty. Within the text of Olive’s best-selling pandemic novel lies a strange passage: a man plays his 
violin for change in the echoing corridor of an airship terminal as the trees of a forest rise around him.  
  
When Gaspery-Jacques Roberts, a detective in the black-skied Night City, is hired to investigate an 
anomaly in the North American wilderness, he uncovers a series of lives upended: The exiled son of an 
earl driven to madness, a writer trapped far from home as a pandemic ravages Earth, and a childhood 
friend from the Night City who, like Gaspery himself, has glimpsed the chance to do something 
extraordinary that will disrupt the timeline of the universe. 
  
A virtuoso performance that is as human and tender as it is intellectually playful, Sea of Tranquility is a 
novel of time travel and metaphysics that precisely captures the reality of our current moment. 
 
Book of Night – Holly Black – 5/3/2022 
 
In Charlie Hall’s world, shadows can be altered, for entertainment and cosmetic preferences—but also 
to increase power and influence. You can alter someone’s feelings and memories—but manipulating 
shadows has a cost, with the potential to take hours or days from your life. Your shadow holds all the 
parts of you that you want to keep hidden—a second self, standing just to your left, walking behind you 
into lit rooms.  And sometimes, it has a life of its own. 
 
Charlie is a low-level con artist, working as a bartender while trying to distance herself from the 
powerful and dangerous underground world of shadow trading. When a terrible figure from her past 



returns, Charlie’s present life is thrown into chaos and her future seems, at best, unclear; and at worst, 
non-existent. Determined to survive, Charlie throws herself into a maelstrom of secrets and murder, 
setting her against a cast of doppelgangers, mercurial billionaires, shadow thieves, and her own sister—
all desperate to control the magic of the shadows. 
 
With sharp angles and prose, and a sinister bent, Holly Black is a master of shadow and story stitching. 
Remember while you read, light isn’t playing tricks in Book of Night, the people are. 
 
Trust – Hernan Diaz – 5/3/2022 
 
From an award-winning chronicler of our nation’s history and its legends comes his much-anticipated 
novel about wealth and talent, trust and intimacy, truth and perception. 
 
Even through the roar and effervescence of the 1920s, everyone in New York has heard of Benjamin and 
Helen Rask. He is a legendary Wall Street tycoon; she is the brilliant daughter of eccentric aristocrats. 
Together, they have risen to the very top of a world of seemingly endless wealth. But the secrets around 
their affluence and grandeur excites gossip. Rumors about Benjamin’s financial maneuvers and Helen’s 
reclusiveness start to spread—all as a decade of excess and speculation draws to an end. At what cost 
have they acquired their immense fortune? 
 
This is the mystery at the center of a successful 1938 novel entitled Bonds, which all of New York seems 
to have read. But it isn’t the only version. 
 
Hernan Diaz’s Trust brilliantly puts the story of these characters into conversation with other accounts—
and in tension with the life and perspective of a young woman bent on disentangling fact from fiction. 
The result is a novel that becomes more exhilarating and profound with each new layer and revelation. 
Provocative and propulsive, Trust engages the reader in a quest for the truth while confronting the 
reality-warping gravitational pull of money and how power often manipulates facts. An elegant, 
multifaceted epic that recovers the voices buried under the myths that justify our foundational 
inequality, Trust is a literary triumph with a beating heart and urgent stakes. 
 
Here Goes Nothing – Steve Toltz – 5/3/2022 
 
Angus is a reformed ne’er-do-well looking forward to the birth of his first child when he’s murdered by a 
man who is in love with his pregnant wife Gracie. Having never believed in God, heaven or hell, Angus 
finds himself in the afterlife - a place that provides more questions than answers. As a worldwide 
pandemic finally reaches the shores of Australia, the afterlife starts to get very crowded and Angus finds 
a way to reconnect with his wife Gracie and maybe even seek revenge on his murderer… 
 
Here Goes Nothing is a novel of exhilarating originality and scope about birth, death and everything in 
between and after by ‘a writer of prodigious talent’ (Peter Carey) that contains a vision of the afterlife 
that rivals Dante’s Divine Comedy and George Saunders’ Lincoln in the Bardo, and the emmy-nominated 
The Good Place. 
 
The Summer Place – Jennifer Weiner – 5/10/2022  
 
From the #1 New York Times bestselling author of That Summer comes another heartfelt and 
unputdownable novel of family, secrets, and the ties that bind. 



 
When her twenty-two-year-old stepdaughter announces her engagement to her pandemic boyfriend, 
Sarah Danhauser is shocked. But the wheels are in motion. Headstrong Ruby has already set a date (just 
three months away!) and spoken to her beloved safta, Sarah's mother Veronica, about having the 
wedding at the family's beach house in Cape Cod. Sarah might be worried, but Veronica is thrilled to be 
bringing the family together one last time before putting the big house on the market. 
 
But the road to a wedding day usually comes with a few bumps. Ruby has always known exactly what 
she wants, but as the wedding date approaches, she finds herself grappling with the wounds left by the 
mother who walked out when she was a baby. Veronica ends up facing unexpected news, thanks to her 
meddling sister, and must revisit the choices she made long ago, when she was a bestselling novelist 
with a different life. Sarah's twin brother, Sam, is recovering from a terrible loss, and confronting big 
questions about who he is--questions he hopes to resolve during his stay on the Cape. Sarah's husband, 
Eli, who's been inexplicably distant during the pandemic, confronts the consequences of a long ago lapse 
from his typical good-guy behavior. And Sarah, frustrated by her husband, concerned about her 
stepdaughter, and worn out by challenges of life during quarantine, faces the alluring reappearance of 
someone from her past and a life that could have been. 
 
When the wedding day arrives, lovers are revealed as their true selves, misunderstandings take on a life 
of their own, and secrets come to light. There are confrontations and revelations that will touch each 
member of the extended family, ensuring that nothing will ever be the same. 
 
From "the undisputed boss of the beach read" (The New York Times), The Summer Place is a testament 
to family in all its messy glory; a story about what we sacrifice and how we forgive. Enthralling, witty, 
big-hearted, and sharply observed, this is Jennifer Weiner's love letter to the Outer Cape and the power 
of home, the way our lives are enriched by the people we call family, and the endless ways love can 
surprise us. 
 
This Time Tomorrow – Emma Straub – 5/17/2022 
 
What if you could take a vacation to your past? 
 
With her celebrated humor, insight, and heart, beloved New York Times bestseller Emma Straub offers 
her own twist on traditional time travel tropes, and a different kind of love story. 
 
On the eve of her 40th birthday, Alice's life isn't terrible. She likes her job, even if it isn't exactly the one 
she expected. She's happy with her apartment, her romantic status, her independence, and she adores 
her lifelong best friend. But her father is ailing, and it feels to her as if something is missing. When she 
wakes up the next morning she finds herself back in 1996, reliving her 16th birthday. But it isn't just her 
adolescent body that shocks her, or seeing her high school crush, it's her dad: the vital, charming, 40-
something version of her father with whom she is reunited. Now armed with a new perspective on her 
own life and his, some past events take on new meaning. Is there anything that she would change if she 
could? 
 
City of Orange – David Yoon – 5/24/2022 
 
This imaginative and affecting new novel is beloved, bestselling, and award-winning author David Yoon 
at his finest: thought-provoking and heart-piercing, by turns funny and challenging, and at all times 



deeply human.  
 
A man who can not remember his own name wakes up in an apocalyptic landscape, injured and alone. 
He has vague memories of life before, but he can’t see it clearly and can’t grasp how his current 
situation came to be. He must learn to survive by finding sources of water and foraging for food. Then 
he encounters a boy—and he realizes nothing is what he thought it was, neither the past nor the 
present.  
 
City of Orange is a novel that is both harrowing and heartfelt, charged with a speculative energy but 
grounded in intimate character study. It is a novel about coming to grips with the worst that has befallen 
us and finding our way home again.  
 
 
Lapvona – Ottessa Moshfegh – 6/21/22 
 
In a village in a medieval fiefdom buffeted by natural disasters, a motherless shepherd boy finds himself 
the unlikely pivot of a power struggle that puts all manner of faith to a savage test, in a spellbinding 
novel that represents Ottessa Moshfegh’s most exciting leap yet. 
 
Little Marek, the abused and delusional son of the village shepherd, never knew his mother; his father 
told him she died in childbirth. One of life’s few consolations for Marek is his enduring bond with the 
blind village midwife, Ina, who suckled him when he was a baby, as she did so many of the village’s 
children. Ina’s gifts extend beyond childcare: she possesses a unique ability to communicate with the 
natural world. Her gift often brings her the transmission of sacred knowledge on levels far beyond those 
available to other villagers, however religious they might be. For some people, Ina’s home in the woods 
outside of the village is a place to fear and to avoid, a godless place.  
  
Among their number is Father Barnabas, the town priest and lackey for the depraved lord and governor, 
Villiam, whose hilltop manor contains a secret embarrassment of riches. The people’s desperate need to 
believe that there are powers that be who have their best interests at heart is put to a cruel test by 
Villiam and the priest, especially in this year of record drought and famine. But when fate brings Marek 
into violent proximity to the lord’s family, new and occult forces upset the old order. By year’s end, the 
veil between blindness and sight, life and death, the natural world and the spirit world, will prove to be 
very thin indeed. 
 
Patricia Wants to Cuddle – Samantha Allen – 6/28/2022 
 
The contestants of a reality television dating show compete for love— and their lives— in this pulse-
pounding and viciously funny fiction debut from the GLAAD Award-winning author of Real Queer 
America. 
 
When the final four women in competition for an aloof, if somewhat sleazy, bachelor’s heart arrive on a 
mysterious island in the Pacific Northwest, they mentally prepare themselves for another week of 
extreme sleep deprivation, invasive interviews, and of course, the salacious drama that viewers 
nationwide tune in to eagerly devour. Each woman came on “The Catch” for her own reasons— brand 
sponsorships, followers, and yes, even love— and they’ve all got their eyes steadfastly trained on their 
respective prizes. 
 



Enter Patricia, a temperamental, but woefully misunderstood local, living alone in the dark, verdant 
woods and desperate to forge a connection of her own. As the contestants perform for the cameras that 
surround them, Patricia watches from her place in the shadows, a queer specter haunting the bombastic 
display of heterosexuality before her. But when the cast and crew at last make her acquaintance atop 
the island’s tallest and most desolate peak, they soon realize that if they’re to have any hope of making 
it to the next Elimination Event, they’ll first have to survive the night.  
 
A whirlwind romp careening toward a last-girl-standing conclusion and a scathing indictment of 
contemporary American media culture, Patricia Wants to Cuddle is also a love story: between star-
crossed lesbians who rise above their intolerant town, a deeply ambivalent woman and her budding 
self-actualization, and a chosen family of misfit islanders forging community against all odds. 
 
 
MYSTERY, THRILLER, HORROR, PSYCHOLOGICAL SUSPENSE 
 
The Appeal – Janice Hallett – 1/25/2022 
 
Perfect for fans of Ruth Ware and Lisa Jewell, this “dazzlingly clever” (The Sunday Times) murder 
mystery follows a community rallying around a sick child—but when escalating lies lead to a dead body, 
everyone is a suspect. 
 
The Fairway Players, a local theatre group, is in the midst of rehearsals when tragedy strikes the family 
of director Martin Hayward and his wife Helen, the play’s star. Their young granddaughter has been 
diagnosed with a rare form of cancer, and with an experimental treatment costing a tremendous sum, 
their fellow castmates rally to raise the money to give her a chance at survival. 
 
But not everybody is convinced of the experimental treatment’s efficacy—nor of the good intentions of 
those involved. As tension grows within the community, things come to a shocking head at the explosive 
dress rehearsal. The next day, a dead body is found, and soon, an arrest is made. In the run-up to the 
trial, two young lawyers sift through the material—emails, messages, letters—with a growing suspicion 
that a killer may be hiding in plain sight. The evidence is all there, between the lines, waiting to be 
uncovered. 
 
A wholly modern take on the epistolary novel, The Appeal is a “daring…clever, and funny” (The Times) 
debut for fans of Richard Osman and Lucy Foley. 
 
Greenwich Park – Katherine Faulkner – 1/25/2022 
 
A twisty, whip-smart debut thriller, as electrifying as the #1 New York Times bestseller The Girl on the 
Train, about impending motherhood, unreliable friendship, and the high price of keeping secrets. 
 
Helen's idyllic life--handsome architect husband, gorgeous Victorian house, and cherished baby on the 
way (after years of trying)--begins to change the day she attends her first prenatal class and meets 
Rachel, an unpredictable single mother-to-be. Rachel doesn't seem very maternal: she smokes, drinks, 
and professes little interest in parenthood. Still, Helen is drawn to her. Maybe Rachel just needs a friend. 
And to be honest, Helen's a bit lonely herself. At least Rachel is fun to be with. She makes Helen laugh, 
invites her confidences, and distracts her from her fears. 
 



But her increasingly erratic behavior is unsettling. And Helen's not the only one who's noticed. Her 
friends and family begin to suspect that her strange new friend may be linked to their shared history in 
unexpected ways. When Rachel threatens to expose a past crime that could destroy all of their lives, it 
becomes clear that there are more than a few secrets laying beneath the broad-leaved trees and warm 
lamplight of Greenwich Park. 
 
Finlay Donovan Knocks ‘Em Dead – Elle Cosimano – 2/1/2022 

From Edgar-Award nominee Elle Cosimano, comes Finlay Donovan Knocks 'Em Dead--the hilarious and 
heart-pounding follow-up to Finlay Donovan is Killing It.  

Finlay Donovan is--once again--struggling to finish her next novel and keep her head above water as a 
single mother of two. On the bright side, she has her live-in nanny and confidant Vero to rely on, and the 
only dead body she's dealt with lately is that of her daughter's pet goldfish.  
 
On the not-so-bright side, someone out there wants her ex-husband, Steven, out of the picture. 
Permanently. Whatever else Steven may be, he's a good father, but saving him will send her down a 
rabbit hole of hit-women disguised as soccer moms, and a little bit more involvement with the Russian 
mob than she'd like.  
 
Meanwhile, Vero's keeping secrets, and Detective Nick Anthony seems determined to get back into her 
life. He may be a hot cop, but Finlay's first priority is preventing her family from sleeping with the 
fishes... and if that means bending a few laws then so be it.  
 
With her next book's deadline looming and an ex-husband to keep alive, Finlay is quickly coming to the 
end of her rope. She can only hope there isn't a noose at the end of it... 
 
The Paris Apartment – Lucy Foley – 2/22/2022 
 
Jess needs a fresh start. She’s broke and alone, and she’s just left her job under less than ideal 
circumstances. Her half-brother Ben didn’t sound thrilled when she asked if she could crash with him for 
a bit, but he didn’t say no, and surely everything will look better from Paris. Only when she shows up—
to find a very nice apartment, could Ben really have afforded this? —he’s not there. 
 
The longer Ben stays missing, the more Jess starts to dig into her brother’s situation, and the more 
questions she has. Ben’s neighbors are an eclectic bunch, and not particularly friendly. Jess may have 
come to Paris to escape her past, but it’s starting to look like it’s Ben’s future that’s in question. 
 
The Verifiers – Jane Pek – 2/22/2022 
 
Introducing Claudia Lin: a sharp-witted amateur sleuth for the 21st century. This debut novel follows 
Claudia as she verifies people’s online lives, and lies, for a dating detective agency in New York City. Until 
a client with an unusual request goes missing… 
 
Claudia is used to disregarding her fractious family’s model-minority expectations: she has no interest in 
finding either a conventional career or a nice Chinese boy. She’s also used to keeping secrets from them, 
such as that she prefers girls—and that she’s just been stealth-recruited by Veracity, a referrals-only 
online-dating detective agency.  



 
A lifelong mystery reader who wrote her senior thesis on Jane Austen, Claudia believes she’s landed her 
ideal job. But when a client vanishes, Claudia breaks protocol to investigate—and uncovers a maelstrom 
of personal and corporate deceit. Part literary mystery, part family story, The Verifiers is a clever and 
incisive examination of how technology shapes our choices, and the nature of romantic love in the 
digital age. 
 
The Love of My Life – Rosie Walsh – 3/1/2022  
 
I have held you at night for ten years and I didn't even know your name. We have a child together. A dog, 
a house. 
 
Who are you? 
 
Emma loves her husband Leo and their young daughter Ruby: she'd do anything for them. But almost 
everything she's told them about herself is a lie. 
 
And she might just have got away with it, if it weren't for her husband's job. Leo is an obituary writer; 
Emma a well-known marine biologist. When she suffers a serious illness, Leo copes by doing what he 
knows best - researching and writing about his wife's life. But as he starts to unravel the truth, he 
discovers the woman he loves doesn't really exist. Even her name isn't real. 
 
When the very darkest moments of Emma's past finally emerge, she must somehow prove to Leo that 
she really is the woman he always thought she was . . . 
 
But first, she must tell him about the other love of her life. 
 
Sundial – Catriona Ward – 3/1/2022 
 
All Rob has ever wanted was a normal life. Nothing like her childhood, growing up in the lonely, wild 
Mojave Desert on her family's property, Sundial. Surrounded by strange dogs, coyotes, and research 
assistants. 
 
Rob almost got her wish. A husband, two daughters, the white picket fence, margaritas with the 
neighbors. But when a frightening accident in her home reveals a disturbing secret in her oldest 
daughter’s bedroom, Rob knows her luck has run out. What's buried out at Sundial could never stay a 
secret forever, and Rob must risk one last trip out there to protect her future. 
 
The Golden Couple – Greer Hendricks – 3/8/2022 
 
The Golden Couple is the next electrifying novel from Greer Hendricks and Sarah Pekkanen, the #1 New 
York Times bestselling author duo behind You Are Not Alone, An Anonymous Girl, and The Wife 
Between Us. 
 
If Avery Chambers can’t fix you in 10 sessions, she won’t take you on as a client. Her successes are 
phenomenal--she helps people overcome everything from domineering parents to assault--and almost 
absorb the emptiness she sometimes feels since her husband’s death. 
 



Marissa and Mathew Bishop seem like the golden couple--until Marissa cheats. She wants to repair 
things, both because she loves her husband and for the sake of their 8-year-old son. After a friend 
forwards an article about Avery, Marissa takes a chance on this maverick therapist, who lost her license 
due to controversial methods. 
 
When the Bishops glide through Avery’s door and Marissa reveals her infidelity, all three are set on a 
collision course. Because the biggest secrets in the room are still hidden, and it’s no longer simply a 
marriage that’s in danger. 
 
The Book of Cold Cases – Simone St. James – 3/15/2022 
 
A true crime blogger gets more than she bargained for while interviewing the woman acquitted of two 
cold case slayings in this chilling new novel from the New York Times bestselling author of The Sun Down 
Motel. 
 
In 1977, Claire Lake, Oregon, was shaken by the Lady Killer Murders: Two men, seemingly randomly, 
were murdered with the same gun, with strange notes left behind. Beth Greer was the perfect suspect--
a rich, eccentric twenty-three-year-old woman, seen fleeing one of the crimes. But she was acquitted, 
and she retreated to the isolation of her mansion. 
 
Oregon, 2017. Shea Collins is a receptionist, but by night, she runs a true crime website, the Book of 
Cold Cases--a passion fueled by the attempted abduction she escaped as a child. When she meets Beth 
by chance, Shea asks her for an interview. To Shea's surprise, Beth says yes. 
 
They meet regularly at Beth's mansion, though Shea is never comfortable there. Items move when she's 
not looking, and she could swear she's seen a girl outside the window. The allure of learning the truth 
about the case from the smart, charming Beth is too much to resist, but even as they grow closer, Shea 
senses something isn't right. Is she making friends with a manipulative murderer, or are there other 
dangers lurking in the darkness of the Greer house? 
 
Nine Lives – Peter Swanson – 3/15/2022 
 
From the New York Times bestselling author of Eight Perfect Murders comes the heart-pounding story 
of nine strangers who receive a cryptic list with their names on it--and then begin to die in highly 
unusual circumstances. 
 
Nine strangers receive a list with their names on it in the mail. Nothing else, just a list of names on a 
single sheet of paper. None of the nine people know or have ever met the others on the list. They 
dismiss it as junk mail, a fluke--until very, very bad things begin happening to people on the list. 

First, a well-liked old man is drowned on a beach in the small town of Kennewick, Maine. Then, a father 
is shot in the back while running through his quiet neighborhood in suburban Massachusetts. A 
frightening pattern is emerging, but what do these nine people have in common? Their professions 
range from oncology nurse to aspiring actor, and they're located all over the country. So why are they all 
on the list, and who sent it? 

FBI agent Jessica Winslow, who is on the list herself, is determined to find out. Could there be some dark 
secret that binds them all together? Or is this the work of a murderous madman? As the mysterious 



sender stalks these nine strangers, they find themselves constantly looking over their shoulders, 
wondering who will be crossed off next... 

 

Insomnia – Sarah Pinborough – 4/12/2022 
 
IN THE DEAD OF NIGHT, MADNESS LIES . . . 
Emma can't sleep. 

CHECK THE WINDOWS. 
It's been like this since her big 4-0 started getting closer. 

LOCK THE DOORS. 
Her mother stopped sleeping just before her own fortieth birthday. 

She went mad and did the unthinkable because of it. 

LOOK IN ON THE CHILDREN. 
Is that what's happening to Emma? 

WHY CAN'T SHE SLEEP? 
 
Geiger – Gustaf Skördeman – 5/10/2022 
 
For a seemingly perfect family, a single word will change everything in this edge‑of‑your‑seat thriller for 
fans of The Silent Patient and The Whisper Man. 
 
It's early summer in Stockholm. Agneta and Stellan Broman have just waved off their daughters and 
grandchildren when the landline phone rings. The caller says just one word: "Geiger." Agneta hangs up, 
finds her old pistol, kills her husband of fifty years and then disappears from their home without a trace. 
 
Sara Nowak, a police officer in the prostitution unit, is called by a colleague who is investigating the 
murder. Stellan was a widely loved former television presenter, and Sara grew up next door to the 
Bromans, spending much of her childhood in their grand house. Both the victim's daughters and Sara are 
devastated by the killing, and going against all regulations, Sara gets involved in the investigation. It is 
the beginning of a dark journey, leading back to the Cold War and fatal ideologies, and the truth about 
Sara's own childhood. 
 
Exciting, compelling, and full of twists you'll never see coming, Geiger is Gustaf Skördeman's incredible 
debut thriller. 
 
The Hacienda – Isabel Cañas – 5/10/2022 
 
Mexican Gothic meets Rebecca in this debut supernatural suspense novel, set in the aftermath of the 
Mexican War of Independence, about a remote house, a sinister haunting, and the woman pulled into 
their clutches… 
 
During the overthrow of the Mexican government, Beatriz’s father was executed and her home 
destroyed. When handsome Don Rodolfo Solórzano proposes, Beatriz ignores the rumors surrounding 



his first wife’s sudden demise, choosing instead to seize the security that his estate in the countryside 
provides. She will have her own home again, no matter the cost. 
 
But Hacienda San Isidro is not the sanctuary she imagined. 
 
When Rodolfo returns to work in the capital, visions and voices invade Beatriz’s sleep. The weight of 
invisible eyes follows her every move. Rodolfo’s sister, Juana, scoffs at Beatriz’s fears—but why does she 
refuse to enter the house at night? Why does the cook burn copal incense at the edge of the kitchen and 
mark the doorway with strange symbols? What really happened to the first Doña Solórzano? 
 
Metropolis – B.A. Shapiro – 5/17/2022 
 
This masterful novel of psychological suspense from the New York Times bestselling author of The Art 
Forger follows a cast of unforgettable characters whose lives intersect when a harrowing accident 
occurs at the Metropolis Storage Warehouse in Cambridge, Massachusetts. 
 
But was it really an accident? Was it suicide? A murder? Six mysterious characters, who rent units in, or 
are connected to, the self-storage facility, must now reevaluate their lives. We meet Serge, an unstable 
but brilliant street photographer who lives in his unit, which overflows with thousands of undeveloped 
pictures; Zach, the building’s owner, who develops Serge’s photos as he searches for clues to the 
accident; Marta, an undocumented immigrant who is finishing her dissertation and hiding from ICE; 
Liddy, an abused wife and mother, who recreates her children’s bedroom in her unit; Jason, who has left 
his corporate firm and now practices law from his storage unit; and Rose, the office manager, who takes 
kickbacks to let renters live in the building and has her own complicated family history. 
 
The characters have a variety of backgrounds: they are different races; they practice different religions; 
they’re young and they’re not so young; they are rich, poor, and somewhere in the middle. As they dip 
in and out of one another’s lives, fight circumstances that are within and also beyond their control, and 
try to discover the details of the accident, Shapiro both dismantles the myth of the American dream and 
builds tension to an exciting climax. 
 
The Woman in the Library – Sulari Gentill – 6/7/2022 
 
The ornate reading room at the Boston Public Library is quiet, until the tranquility is shattered by a 
woman's terrified scream. Security guards take charge immediately, instructing everyone inside to stay 
put until the threat is identified and contained. While they wait for the all-clear, four strangers sitting at 
the same table pass the time in conversation. Each has his or her own reasons for being in the reading 
room that morning—it just so happens that one of them is a murderer. 
 
Award-winning author Sulari Gentill delivers a sharply thrilling read with The Woman in the Library, an 
unexpectedly twisty literary adventure that examines the complicated nature of friendship and shows us 
that words can be the most treacherous weapons of all. 
 
How to Sell a Haunted House – Grady Hendrix – 7/12/2022 
 
New York Times bestselling author Grady Hendrix takes on the haunted house in a hilarious and 
terrifying new novel that explores the way your past—and your family—can haunt you like nothing 
else…. 



 
Louise’s parents have passed away, and she’s returning to the small Southern town where she grew up 
to get their house ready to sell. It means she’ll have to spend time with her younger brother—and their 
old grudges make that a terrifying prospect. But childhood hurts pale in comparison to the dangers 
posed by what still lives inside the house. 
 
The It Girl – Ruth Ware – 7/12/2022 
 
April Clarke-Cliveden was the first person Hannah Jones met at Oxford. 
 
Vivacious, bright, occasionally vicious, and the ultimate It girl, she quickly pulled Hannah into her 
dazzling orbit. Together, they developed a group of devoted and inseparable friends--Will, Hugh, Ryan, 
and Emily--during their first term. By the end of the second, April was dead. 
 
Now, a decade later, Hannah and Will are expecting their first child, and the man convicted of killing 
April, former Oxford porter John Neville, has died in prison. Relieved to have finally put the past behind 
her, Hannah's world is rocked when a young journalist comes knocking and presents new evidence that 
Neville may have been innocent. As Hannah reconnects with old friends and delves deeper into the 
mystery of April's death, she realizes that the friends she thought she knew all have something to 
hide...including a murder. 
 
ROMANCE 
 
Weather Girl – Rachel Lynn Solomon – 1/11/2022 
 
A TV meteorologist and a sports reporter scheme to reunite their divorced bosses with unforecasted 
results in this electrifying romance from the author of The Ex Talk. 
 
Ari Abrams has always been fascinated by the weather, and she loves almost everything about her job as 
a TV meteorologist. Her boss, legendary Seattle weatherwoman Torrance Hale, is too distracted by her 
tempestuous relationship with her ex-husband, the station's news director, to give Ari the mentorship 
she wants. Ari, who runs on sunshine and optimism, is at her wits' end. The only person who seems to 
understand how she feels is sweet but reserved sports reporter Russell Barringer. 
 
In the aftermath of a disastrous holiday party, Ari and Russell decide to team up to solve their bosses' 
relationship issues. Between secret gifts and double dates, they start nudging their bosses back 
together. But their well-meaning meddling backfires when the real chemistry builds between Ari and 
Russell. 
 
Working closely with Russell means allowing him to get to know parts of herself that Ari keeps hidden 
from everyone. Will he be able to embrace her dark clouds as well as her clear skies? 
 
Good Girl Complex – Elle Kennedy – 2/1/2022 
 
Mackenzie “Mac” Cabot is a people pleaser. Her demanding parents. Her prep school friends. Her long-

time boyfriend. It’s exhausting, really, always following the rules. Unlike most twenty-year-olds, all she 

really wants to do is focus on growing her internet business, but first she must get a college degree at her 

parents’ insistence. That means moving to the beachside town of Avalon Bay, a community made up of 



locals and the wealthy students of Garnet College. 

 

Mac’s had plenty of practice suppressing her wilder impulses, but when she meets local bad boy Cooper 

Hartley, that ability is suddenly tested. Cooper is rough around the edges. Raw. Candid. A threat to her 

ordered existence. Their friendship soon becomes the realest thing in her life. 

 

Despite his disdain for the trust-fund kids he sees coming and going from his town, Cooper soon realizes 

Mac isn’t just another rich clone and falls for her. Hard. But as Mac finally starts feeling accepted by 

Cooper and his friends, the secret he’s been keeping from her threatens the only place she’s ever felt at 

home. 

 
Savvy Sheldon Feels Good as Hell – Taj McCoy – 3/22/2022 
 
A delicious debut rom-com about a plus-size sweetheart who gets a full-life makeover after a brutal 
breakup. 
 
Savvy Sheldon spends a lot of time tiptoeing around the cracks in her life: her high-stress and low-thanks 
job, her clueless boyfriend and the falling-apart kitchen she inherited from her beloved grandma—who 
taught her how to cook and how to love people by feeding them. But when Savvy’s world starts to crash 
down around her, she knows it’s time for some renovations. 
 
Starting from the outside in, Savvy tackles her crumbling kitchen, her relationship with her body, her 
work–life balance (or lack thereof) and, last but not least, her love life. The only thing that doesn’t seem 
to require effort is her ride-or-die squad of friends. But as any home-reno-show junkie can tell you, 
something always falls apart during renovations. First, Savvy passes out during hot yoga. Then it turns 
out that the contractor she hires is the same sexy stranger she unintentionally offended by judging 
based on appearances. Worst of all, Savvy can’t seem to go anywhere without tripping over her ex and 
his latest "upgrade." Savvy begins to realize that maybe she should’ve started her renovations the other 
way around: beginning with how she sees herself before building a love that lasts. 
 
The Wedding Crasher – Mia Sosa – 4/5/2022 
 
The USA Today bestselling author of The Worst Best Man is back with a hilarious rom-com about two 
strangers who get trapped in a lie and have to fake date their way out of it... 
 
Just weeks away from ditching DC for greener pastures, Solange Pereira is roped into helping her 
wedding planner cousin on a random couple's big day. It's an easy gig... until Solange stumbles upon a 
situation that convinces her the pair isn't meant to be. What's a true-blue romantic to do? Crash the 
wedding, of course. And ensure the unsuspecting groom doesn't make the biggest mistake of his life. 

Dean Chapman had his future all mapped out. He was about to check off "start a family" and on track to 
"make partner" when his modern day marriage of convenience went up in smoke. Then he learns he 
might not land an assignment that could be his ticket to a promotion unless he has a significant other 
and, in a moment of panic, Dean claims to be in love with the woman who crashed his wedding. Oops. 
 
Now Dean has a whole new item on his to-do list: beg Solange to be his pretend girlfriend. Solange feels 
a tiny bit bad about ruining Dean's wedding, so she agrees to play along. Yet as they fake-date their way 
around town, what started as a performance for Dean's colleagues turns into a connection that neither 



he nor Solange can deny. Their entire romance is a sham... there's no way these polar opposites could 
fall in love for real, right? 

 
The Wedding Season – Katy Birchall – 5/3/2022 
 
Freya Scott is getting married. Her wedding to Matthew, her long-term boyfriend, is the first of eight in 
her calendar this year, and as someone who prides herself on being meticulously organised, Freya is 
intent on making it the perfect day to remember. 
 
But when Matthew calls things off hours before they walk down the aisle, Freya’s entire life plan goes 
up in smoke. Humiliated and heartbroken, the last thing she wants is to attend a summer of other 
peoples’ nuptials on her own. 
 
Fortunately, her friends have an idea: together they devise a series of outrageous challenges for Freya to 
complete at each event, designed to distract her from Matthew and what might have been. From 
getting stuck in an old church bathroom and needing to be rescued by the vicar to making out with a 
barman at a French chateau, Freya realises that despite herself, she might just be having fun. 
 
By the time the final wedding arrives, she will discover that the road to a happy ending sometimes has 
unexpected detours, that “I do” is only the beginning––and that perhaps her own love story isn’t over 
just yet. 
 
Book Lovers – Emily Henry – 5/3/2022 
 
A by-the-book literary agent must decide if happily ever after is worth changing her whole life for in this 
insightful, delightful new novel from the #1 New York Times bestselling author of Beach Read and 
People We Meet on Vacation. 
 
Nora Stephens life is books—she’s read them all—and she is not that type of heroine. Not the plucky 
one, not the laidback dream girl, and especially not the sweetheart. In fact, the only people Nora is a 
heroine for are her clients, for whom she lands enormous deals as a cutthroat literary agent, and her 
beloved little sister Libby. 
 
Which is why she agrees to go to Sunshine Falls, North Carolina for the month of August when Libby 
begs her for a sisters’ trip away—with visions of a small town transformation for Nora who she’s 
convinced needs to become the heroine in her own story. But instead of picnics in meadows, or run-ins 
with a handsome country doctor or bulging-forearmed bartender, Nora keeps bumping into Charlie 
Lastra, a bookish brooding editor from back in the city. It would be a meet-cute if not for the fact that 
they’ve met many times and it’s never been cute. 
 
If Nora knows she’s not an ideal heroine, Charlie knows he’s nobody’s hero, but as they are thrown 
together again and again—in a series of coincidences no editor worth their salt would allow—what they 
discover might just unravel the carefully crafted stories they’ve written about themselves. 
 
As Seen On TV – Meredith Schorr – 6/7/2022 
 



Fans of the Hallmark Channel and Gilmore Girls will adore this delightful rom‑com about a city girl who 
goes in search of small-town happiness, only to discover life—and love—are nothing like the TV movies. 
 
Emerging journalist Adina Gellar is done with dating in New York City. If she’s learned anything from 
made-for-TV romance movies, it’s that she’ll find love in a small town—the kind with harvest festivals, 
delightful but quirky characters, and scores of delectable single dudes. So when a big-city real estate 
magnate targets tiny Pleasant Hollow for development, Adi knows she’s found the perfect story—one 
that will earn her a position at a coveted online magazine, so she can finally start adulting for real . . . 
and maybe even find her dream man in the process.  
 
Only Pleasant Hollow isn’t exactly “pleasant.” There’s no charming bakery, no quaint seasonal festivals, 
and the residents are more ambivalent than welcoming. The only upside is Finn Adams, who’s more 
mouthwatering than the homemade cherry pie Adi can’t seem to find—even if he does work for the 
company she’d hoped to bring down. Suddenly Adi has to wonder if maybe TV got it all wrong after all. 
But will following her heart mean losing her chance to break into the big time? 
 
Circling Back to You – Julie Tieu – 7/12/2022 
 
Cadence Lim has transformed from behind-the-scenes number cruncher to an integral part of the sales 
team at Prism Realty, but despite moving up the corporate ladder, her complicated relationship with her 
estranged elderly father weighs heavily and she can’t seem to shake the desire for a new beginning. 
 
At least Cadence can always lean on her favorite co-worker and co-conspirator, Matt Escanilla. A top 
broker with an unsuccessful love life, the forever single Matt is constantly being nagged by his loving 
Filipino family to settle down. 
 
Their friendship takes a turn when a business trip lands them both in their hometown and Matt enlists 
Cadence as a pretend girlfriend for a family gathering. The new after-hours setting forces them to see 
each other in a new light, and the two friends’ previously buried feelings rise quickly to the surface. 
When competing promotions threaten to separate Cadence and Matt, these office besties must work 
together to round up their ambitions and families to pursue their overdue romance. 
 
YOUNG ADULT FICTION 
 
I Kissed Shara Wheeler – Casey McQuiston – 5/3/2022 
 
From the New York Times bestselling author of One Last Stop and Red, White & Royal Blue comes a 
debut YA romantic comedy about chasing down what you want, only to find what you need... 
 
Chloe Green is so close to winning. After her moms moved her from SoCal to Alabama for high school, 
she's spent the past four years dodging gossipy classmates and a puritanical administration at 
Willowgrove Christian Academy. The thing that's kept her going: winning valedictorian. Her only rival: 
prom queen Shara Wheeler, the principal's perfect progeny. 
 
But a month before graduation, Shara kisses Chloe and vanishes. 
 
On a furious hunt for answers, Chloe discovers she's not the only one Shara kissed. There's also Smith, 
Shara's longtime quarterback sweetheart, and Rory, Shara's bad boy neighbor with a crush. The three 



have nothing in common except Shara and the annoyingly cryptic notes she left behind, but together 
they must untangle Shara's trail of clues and find her. It'll be worth it, if Chloe can drag Shara back 
before graduation to beat her fair-and-square. 
 
Thrown into an unlikely alliance, chasing a ghost through parties, break-ins, puzzles, and secrets 
revealed on monogrammed stationery, Chloe starts to suspect there might be more to this small town 
than she thought. And maybe--probably not, but maybe--more to Shara, too. 
 
Fierce, funny, and frank, Casey McQuiston's I Kissed Shara Wheeler is about breaking the rules, getting 
messy, and finding love in unexpected places. 
 
NONFICTION 
 
I Didn’t Do the Thing Today: Letting Go of Productivity Guilt – Madeleine Dore – 1/11/2022 
 
Any given day brings a never-ending list of things to do. There's the work thing, the catch-up thing, the 
laundry thing, the creative thing, the exercise thing, the family thing, the thing we don't want to do, and 
the thing we've been putting off, despite it being the most important thing. Even on days when we get a 
lot done, the thing left undone can leave us feeling guilty, anxious, or disappointed. 
 
After five years of searching for the secret to productivity, Madeleine Dore discovered there isn't one. 
Instead, we're being set up to fail. I Didn't Do the Thing Today is the inspiring call to take productivity off 
its pedestal--by dismantling our comparison to others, aspirational routines, and the unrealistic notions 
of what can be done in a day, we can finally embrace the joyful messiness and unpredictability of life. 
For anyone who has ever felt the pressure to do more, be more, achieve more, this antidote to our 
doing-obsession is the permission slip we all need to find our own way. 
 
Foreverland: On the Divine Tedium of Marriage – Heather Havrilesky – 2/8/2022 
 
An illuminating, poignant, and savagely funny examination of modern marriage from Ask Polly advice 
columnist Heather Havrilesky. 
 
If falling in love is the peak of human experience, then marriage is the slow descent down that 
mountain, on a trail built from conflict, compromise, and nagging doubts. Considering the limited 
economic advantages to marriage, the deluge of other mate options a swipe away, and the fact that 
almost half of all marriages in the United States end in divorce anyway, why do so many of us still chain 
ourselves to one human being for life? 
 
In Foreverland, Heather Havrilesky illustrates the delights, aggravations, and sublime calamities of her 
marriage over the span of fifteen years, charting an unpredictable course from meeting her one true 
love to slowly learning just how much energy is required to keep that love aflame. This refreshingly 
honest portrait of a marriage reveals that our relationships are not simply “happy” or “unhappy,” but 
something much murkier—at once unsavory, taxing, and deeply satisfying. With tales of fumbled 
proposals, harrowing suburban migrations, external temptations, and the bewildering insults of growing 
older, Foreverland is a work of rare candor and insight. Havrilesky traces a path from daydreaming about 
forever for the first time to understanding what a tedious, glorious drag forever can be. 
 



Let’s Get Physical: How Women Discovered Exercise and Reshaped the World – Danielle Friedman – 
1/4/2022 
 
A captivating blend of reportage and personal narrative that explores the untold history of women’s 
exercise culture—from jogging and Jazzercise to Jane Fonda—and how women have parlayed physical 
strength into other forms of power. 
 
For American women today, working out is as accepted as it is expected, fueling a multibillion-dollar 
fitness industrial complex. But it wasn’t always this way. For much of the twentieth century, sweating 
was considered unladylike and girls grew up believing physical exertion would cause their uterus to 
literally fall out. It was only in the sixties that, thanks to a few forward-thinking fitness pioneers, women 
began to move en masse. 
 
In Let’s Get Physical, journalist Danielle Friedman reveals the fascinating hidden history of contemporary 
women’s fitness culture, chronicling in vivid, cinematic prose how exercise evolved from a beauty tool 
pitched almost exclusively as a way to “reduce” into one millions have harnessed as a path to mental, 
emotional, and physical well-being.  
 
Let’s Get Physical reclaims these forgotten origin stories—and shines a spotlight on the trailblazers who 
led the way. Each chapter uncovers the birth of a fitness movement that laid the foundation for working 
out today: the radical post-war pitch for women to break a sweat in their living rooms, the invention of 
barre in the “Swinging Sixties,” the promise of jogging as liberation in the seventies, the meteoric rise of 
aerobics and weight-training in the eighties, the explosion of yoga in the nineties, and the ongoing push 
for a more socially inclusive fitness culture—one that celebrates every body.  
 
Ultimately, it tells the story of how women discovered the joy of physical strength and competence—
and how, by moving together to transform fitness from a privilege into a right, we can create a more 
powerful sisterhood. 
 
Bittersweet: How Sorrow and Longing Make Us Whole – Susan Cain – 4/5/2022 
 
In her new masterpiece, the author of the bestselling phenomenon Quiet reveals the power of a 
bittersweet outlook on life, and why we’ve been so blind to its value. 
 
With Quiet, Susan Cain urged our society to cultivate space for the undervalued, indispensable 
introverts among us, thereby revealing an untapped power hidden in plain sight. Now, she employs the 
same mix of research, storytelling, and memoir to explore why we experience sorrow and longing, and 
the surprising lessons these states of mind teach us about creativity, compassion, leadership, 
spirituality, mortality and love. 
 
Bittersweetness is a tendency to states of longing, poignancy, and sorrow; an acute awareness of 
passing time; and a curiously piercing joy when beholding beauty. It recognizes that light and dark, birth 
and death—bitter and sweet—are forever paired. A song in a minor key, an elegiac poem, or even a 
touching television commercial all can bring us to this sublime, even holy, state of mind—and, 
ultimately, to greater kinship with our fellow humans. 
 



But bittersweetness is not, as we tend to think, just a momentary feeling or event. It’s also a way of 
being, a storied heritage. Our artistic and spiritual traditions – amplified by recent scientific and 
management research – teach us its power. 
 
Cain shows how a bittersweet state of mind is the quiet force that helps us transcend our personal and 
collective pain. If we don’t acknowledge our own sorrows and longings, she says, we can end up 
inflicting them on others via abuse, domination, or neglect. But if we realize that all humans know – or 
will know – loss and suffering, we can turn toward each other. And we can learn to transform our own 
pain into creativity, transcendence, and connection. 
 
 
Meet Me By the Fountain: An Inside History of the Mall – Alexandra Lange – 6/14/2022 
 
Few places have been as nostalgized, or as maligned, as the American mall. Since its birth around the 
turn of the 1950s, it has loomed large as a temple of commerce and agora of the suburbs. In its prime, it 
proved a powerful draw for creative thinkers from Joan Didion to Ray Bradbury to George Romero, who 
understood its appeal as both critics and consumers. Yet today, amid the aftershocks of financial crises 
and a global pandemic, as well as the rise of online retail, the dystopian husk of an abandoned shopping 
center has become one of our era’s defining images. Conventional wisdom holds that the mall is dead. 
But what was the mall, really? And have rumors of its demise been greatly exaggerated? 
In her acclaimed The Design of Childhood, Alexandra Lange uncovered the histories of toys, classrooms, 
and playgrounds. She now turns her sharp eye to another subject we only think we know. She chronicles 
postwar architects’ and merchants’ invention of the mall, revealing how the design of these 
marketplaces played an integral role in their cultural ascent. In Lange’s perceptive account, the mall 
becomes newly strange and rich with contradiction: Malls are environments of both freedom and 
exclusion—of consumerism, but also of community. Meet Me By the Fountain is a highly entertaining 
and evocative promenade through the mall’s story of rise, fall, and ongoing reinvention, for readers of 
any generation. 
 
Poetry 
 
Time Is a Mother – Ocean Vuong – 4/5/2022 
 
In this deeply intimate second poetry collection, Ocean Vuong searches for life among the aftershocks of 
his mother’s death, embodying the paradox of sitting within grief while being determined to survive 
beyond it. Shifting through memory, and in concert with the themes of his novel On Earth We’re Briefly 
Gorgeous, Vuong contends with personal loss, the meaning of family, and the cost of being the product 
of an American war in America. At once vivid, brave, and propulsive, Vuong’s poems circle fragmented 
lives to find both restoration as well as the epicenter of the break. 
 
The author of the critically acclaimed poetry collection Night Sky With Exit Wounds, winner of the 2016 
Whiting Award, the 2017 T. S. Eliot Prize, and a 2019 MacArthur fellow, Vuong writes directly to our 
humanity without losing sight of the current moment. These poems represent a more innovative and 
daring experimentation with language and form, illuminating how the themes we perennially live in and 
question are truly inexhaustible. Bold and prescient, and a testament to tenderness in the face of 
violence, Time Is a Mother is a return and a forging forth all at once. 


