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The Very Nice Box by Eve Gleichman and Laura Blackett 
Ava Simon designs storage boxes for STÄDA, a slick Brooklyn-based furniture company. She’s hard-
working, obsessive, and heartbroken from a tragedy that killed her girlfriend and upended her life. It’s 
been years since she’s let anyone in. But when Ava’s new boss—the young and magnetic Mat Putnam—
offers Ava a ride home one afternoon, an unlikely relationship blossoms. Ava remembers how rewarding 
it can be to open up—and, despite her instincts, she becomes enamored. But Mat isn’t who he claims to 
be, and the romance takes a sharp turn. 
 
Nobody, Somebody, Anybody by Kelly McClorey 
Amy Hanley has a job as a maid for the summer, but on August 25, she will take the exam to become an 
EMT (third time’s the charm!) and finally move on with her life. In the meantime, she doesn’t mind 
scrubbing toilets immaculately clean or tucking the sheet corners just so. In fact, she tells herself that 
her work is a noble act of service to the rich guests at the yacht club. Amy’s profound isolation colors 
everything: her job, her aspirations, even her interactions with the woman at the deli counter. And as 
the date for the EMT exam comes closer, Amy’s anxiety ratchets up in a way that is both familiar and 
troubling. In desperation, she concocts a “placebo” program—a self-prescribed regimen for her 
confidence, devised to trick herself into succeeding. Tender and laugh-out-loud funny, Nobody, 
Somebody, Anybody explores the shadowy corners of a young woman’s inner world of grief, delusion, 
and self-loathing, revealing the creeping loneliness of modern life and our endless search for 
connection. Kelly McClorey captures the hilarity and heartbreak of American ambition. 
 
Mrs. March by Virginia Feito 
George March’s latest novel is a smash. No one could be prouder than his dutiful wife, Mrs. March, who 
revels in his accolades. A careful creature of routine and decorum, she lives a precariously controlled 
existence on the Upper East Side until one morning, when the shopkeeper of her favorite patisserie 
suggests that her husband’s latest protagonist—a detestable character named Johanna—is based on 
Mrs. March herself. Clutching her ostrich leather pocketbook and mint-colored gloves, she flees the 
shop. What could have merited this humiliation? That one casual remark robs Mrs. March of the belief 
that she knew everything about her husband—and herself—thus sending her on an increasingly 
paranoid journey that begins within the pages of a book. Combining a Hitchcockian sensibility with 
wickedly dark humor, Virginia Feito, a brilliantly talented and, at times, mischievous newcomer, offers a 
razor-sharp exploration of the fragility of identity. A mesmerizing novel of psychological suspense and 
casebook insecurity turned full-blown neurosis, Mrs. March will have you second-guessing your own 
seemingly familiar reflection in the mirror. 
 
A Psalm for the Wild-Built by Becky Chambers 
It's been centuries since the robots of Panga gained self-awareness and laid down their tools; centuries 
since they wandered, en masse, into the wilderness, never to be seen again; centuries since they faded 
into myth and urban legend. One day, the life of a tea monk is upended by the arrival of a robot, there 
to honor the old promise of checking in. The robot cannot go back until the question of "what do people 
need?" is answered. But the answer to that question depends on who you ask, and how. They're going 
to need to ask it a lot. 
 
 
 
 



The Chosen and the Beautiful by Nghi Vo 
Nghi Vo’s debut novel, The Chosen and the Beautiful, reinvents this classic of the American canon as a 
coming-of-age story full of magic, mystery, and glittering excess, and introduces a major new literary 
voice. 
 
Jordan Baker grows up in the most rarefied circles of 1920s American society―she has money, 
education, a killer golf handicap, and invitations to some of the most exclusive parties of the Jazz Age. 
She’s also queer and Asian, a Vietnamese adoptee treated as an exotic attraction by her peers, while the 
most important doors remain closed to her. But the world is full of wonders: infernal pacts and dazzling 
illusions, lost ghosts and elemental mysteries. In all paper is fire, and Jordan can burn the cut paper 
heart out of a man. She just has to learn how. 
 
Dark Roads by Chevy Stevens 
The Cold Creek Highway stretches close to five hundred miles through British Columbia's rugged 
wilderness to the west coast. Isolated and vast, it has become a prime hunting ground for predators. For 
decades, young women traveling the road have gone missing. Motorists and hitchhikers, those passing 
through or living in one of the small towns scattered along the region, have fallen prey time and again. 
And no killer or abductor who has stalked the highway has ever been brought to justice. 
 
Hailey McBride calls Cold Creek home. Her father taught her to respect nature, how to live and survive 
off the land, and to never travel the highway alone. Now he's gone, leaving her a teenage orphan in the 
care of her aunt whose police officer husband uses his badge as a means to bully and control Hailey. 
Overwhelmed by grief and forbidden to work, socialize, or date, Hailey vanishes into the mountainous 
terrain, hoping everyone will believe she's left town. Rumors spread that she was taken by the highway 
killer--who's claimed another victim over the summer. 
 
One year later, Beth Chevalier arrives in Cold Creek, where her sister Amber lived--and where she was 
murdered. Estranged from her parents and seeking closure, Beth takes a waitressing job at the local 
diner, just as Amber did, desperate to understand what happened to her and why. But Beth's search for 
answers puts a target on her back--and threatens to reveal the truth behind Hailey's disappearance... 
 
Still Missing by Chevy Stevens (published in 2010) 
On the day she was abducted, Annie O'Sullivan, a thirty-two-year-old realtor, had three goals--sell a 
house, forget about a recent argument with her mother, and be on time for dinner with her ever-patient 
boyfriend. The open house is slow, but when her last visitor pulls up in a van as she's about to leave, 
Annie thinks it just might be her lucky day after all. 

Interwoven with the story of the year Annie spent captive in a remote mountain cabin--which unfolds 
through sessions with her psychiatrist--is the second narrative recounting the nightmare that follows her 
escape: her struggle to piece her shattered life back together, the ongoing police investigation into the 
identity of her captor, and the disturbing sense that things are far from over. 
Chevy Stevens's Still Missing is a shocking, visceral, brutal, and beautifully crafted novel about surviving 
the unsurvivable--and living to bear witness. 
 
 
 
 
 



My Heart is a Chainsaw by Stephen Graham Jones 
"Some girls just don't know how to die..." 
 
Jade Daniels is an angry, half-Indian outcast with an abusive father, an absent mother, and an entire 
town that wants nothing to do with her. She lives in her own world, a world in which protection comes 
from an unusual source: horror movies... especially the ones where a masked killer seeks revenge on a 
world that wronged them. And Jade narrates the quirky history of Proofrock as if it is one of those 
movies. But when blood actually starts to spill into the waters of Indian Lake, she pulls us into her 
dizzying, encyclopedic mind of blood and masked murderers, and predicts exactly how the plot will 
unfold. 
 
Yet, even as Jade drags us into her dark fever dream, a surprising and intimate portrait emerges...a 
portrait of the scared and traumatized little girl beneath the Jason Voorhees mask: angry, yes, but also a 
girl who easily cries, fiercely loves, and desperately wants a home. A girl whose feelings are too big for 
her body. My Heart Is a Chainsaw is her story, her homage to horror and revenge and triumph. 
 
Falling by T.J. Newman 
You just boarded a flight to New York. 
There are one hundred and forty-three other passengers onboard. 
What you don't know is that thirty minutes before the flight your pilot's family was kidnapped. 
For his family to live, everyone on your plane must die. 
The only way the family will survive is if the pilot follows his orders and crashes the plane. 
Enjoy the flight. 
 
Survive the Night by Riley Sager 
It's November 1991. Nirvana's in the tape deck, George H. W. Bush is in the White House, and movie-
obsessed college student Charlie Jordan is in a car with a man who might be a serial killer. 
 
Josh Baxter, the man behind the wheel, is a virtual stranger to Charlie. They met at the campus ride 
board, each looking to share the long drive home to Ohio. Both have good reasons for wanting to get 
away. For Charlie, it's guilt and grief over the shocking murder of her best friend, who became the third 
victim of the man known as the Campus Killer. For Josh, it's to help care for his sick father--or so he says. 
 
The longer she sits in the passenger seat, the more Charlie notices there's something suspicious about 
Josh, from the holes in his story about his father to how he doesn't want her to see inside the trunk. As 
they travel an empty, twisty highway in the dead of night, an increasingly anxious Charlie begins to think 
she's sharing a car with the Campus Killer. Is Josh truly dangerous? Or is Charlie's jittery mistrust merely 
a figment of her movie-fueled imagination? 
 
One thing is certain--Charlie has nowhere to run and no way to call for help. Trapped in a terrifying 
game of cat and mouse played out on pitch-black roads and in neon-lit parking lots, Charlie knows the 
only way to win is to survive the night. 
 
Final Girls by Riley Sager (published in 2017) 
Ten years ago, six friends went on vacation. One made it out alive.... 
 
In that instant, college student Quincy Carpenter became a member of a very exclusive club--a group of 
survivors the press dubbed "The Final Girls" Lisa, who lost nine sorority sisters to a college dropout's 



knife; Sam, who endured the Sack Man during her shift at the Nightlight Inn; and now Quincy, who ran 
bleeding through the woods to escape the massacre at Pine Cottage. Despite the media's attempts, the 
three girls have never met. 
 
Now, Quincy is doing well--maybe even great, thanks to her Xanax prescription. She has a caring almost-
fiancé; a popular baking blog; a beautiful apartment; and a therapeutic presence in Coop, the police 
officer who saved her life. Her mind won't let her recall the events of that night; the past is in the 
past...until the first Final Girl is found dead in her bathtub and the second Final Girl appears on Quincy's 
doorstep. 
 
Blowing through Quincy's life like a hurricane, Sam seems intent on making her relive the trauma of her 
ordeal. When disturbing details about Lisa's death emerge, Quincy desperately tries to unravel Sam's 
truths from her lies while evading both the police and bloodthirsty reporters. Quincy knows that in order 
to survive she has to remember what really happened at Pine Cottage. 
 
Because the only thing worse than being a Final Girl is being a dead one. 
 
The Widow by Fiona Barton (published in 2016) 
There's a lot Jean hasn't said over the years about the crime her husband was suspected of committing. 
She was too busy being the perfect wife, standing by her man while living with the accusing glares and 
the anonymous harassment. 
 
Now her husband is dead, and there's no reason to stay quiet. There are people who want to hear her 
story. They want to know what it was like living with that man. She can tell them that there were 
secrets. There always are in a marriage. 
 
The truth--that's all anyone wants. But the one lesson Jean has learned in the last few years is that she 
can make people believe anything... 


