
Contemporary Romances Lea Can’t Wait to Read!  
 

People We Meet on Vacation by Emily Henry 
Poppy and Alex. Alex and Poppy. They have nothing in common. She's a wild child; he wears khakis. She has insatiable 
wanderlust; he prefers to stay home with a book. And somehow, ever since a fateful car share home from college many 
years ago, they are the very best of friends. For most of the year they live far apart--she's in New York City, and he's in 
their small hometown--but every summer, for a decade, they have taken one glorious week of vacation together. 
Until two years ago, when they ruined everything. They haven't spoken since. 
Poppy has everything she should want, but she's stuck in a rut. When someone asks when she was last truly happy, she 
knows, without a doubt, it was on that ill-fated, final trip with Alex. And so, she decides to convince her best friend to 
take one more vacation together--lay everything on the table, make it all right. Miraculously, he agrees. 
Now she has a week to fix everything. If only she can get around the one big truth that has always stood quietly in the 
middle of their seemingly perfect relationship. What could possibly go wrong? 
 
 

One Last Stop by Casey McQuiston 
For cynical twenty-three-year-old August, moving to New York City is supposed to prove her right: that things like magic 
and cinematic love stories don't exist, and the only smart way to go through life is alone. She can't imagine how waiting 
tables at a 24-hour pancake diner and moving in with too many weird roommates could possibly change that. And 
there's certainly no chance of her subway commute being anything more than a daily trudge through boredom and 
electrical failures. 
But then, there's this gorgeous girl on the train. 
Jane. Dazzling, charming, mysterious, impossible Jane. Jane with her rough edges and swoopy hair and soft smile, 
showing up in a leather jacket to save August's day when she needed it most. August's subway crush becomes the best 
part of her day, but pretty soon, she discovers there's one big problem: Jane doesn't just look like an old school punk 
rocker. She's literally displaced in time from the 1970s, and August is going to have to use everything she tried to leave 
in her own past to help her. Maybe it's time to start believing in some things, after all. 
Casey McQuiston's One Last Stop is a magical, sexy, big-hearted romance where the impossible becomes possible as 
August does everything in her power to save the girl lost in time. 
 
 

Accidentally Engaged by Farah Heron 
When it comes to bread, Reena Manji knows exactly what she's doing. She treats her sourdough starters like (somewhat 
unruly) children. But when it comes to Reena's actual family--and their constant meddling in her life--well, that 
recipe always ends in disaster. 
Now Reena's parents have found her yet another potential Good Muslim Husband. This one has the body of Captain 
America, a delicious British accent, and lives right across the hall. He's the perfect, mouthwatering temptation . . . and 
completely ruined by the unwelcome side dish of parental interference. 
Reena refuses to marry anyone who works for her father. She won't be attracted to Nadim's sweet charm or gorgeous 
lopsided smile. That is, until the baking opportunity of a lifetime presents itself: a couples' cooking competition with the 
prize of her dreams. Reena will do anything to win--even asking Nadim to pretend they're engaged. But when it comes 
to love, baking your bread doesn't always mean you get to eat it too. 
 
 

Out of Character by Annabeth Albert 
Jasper Quigley is tired of being everyone's favorite sidekick. He wants to become the hero of his own life, but that's not 
going to happen if he agrees to help out his former best friend turned king of the jocks, Milo Lionetti. High school was 
miserable enough, thanks, and Jasper has no interest in dredging up painful memories of his old secret crush.  
But Milo's got nowhere else to go. His life is spiraling out of control and he's looking to turn things back around. Step 
one? Replace the rare Odyssey cards he lost in an idiotic bet. Step two? Tell his ex-best-friend exactly how he feels—how 
he's always felt. 



Jasper may be reluctant to reopen old wounds, but he never could resist Milo. There's a catch, though: if Milo wants his 
help, he's going to have to pitch in to make the upcoming children's hospital charity ball the best ever. But as the two 
don cosplay for the kids and hunt for rare cards, nostalgia for their lost friendship may turn into something even more 
lasting... 
 
 

Honey Girl by Morgan Rogers 
When becoming an adult means learning to love yourself first. 
With her newly completed PhD in astronomy in hand, twenty-eight-year-old Grace Porter goes on a girls' trip to Vegas to 
celebrate. She's a straight A, work-through-the-summer certified high achiever. She is not the kind of person who goes 
to Vegas and gets drunkenly married to a woman whose name she doesn't know...until she does exactly that.  
This one moment of departure from her stern ex-military father's plans for her life has Grace wondering why she doesn't 
feel more fulfilled from completing her degree. Staggering under the weight of her parent's expectations, a struggling 
job market and feelings of burnout, Grace flees her home in Portland for a summer in New York with the wife she barely 
knows. 
In New York, she's able to ignore all the constant questions about her future plans and falls hard for her creative and 
beautiful wife, Yuki Yamamoto. But when reality comes crashing in, Grace must face what she's been running from all 
along--the fears that make us human, the family scars that need to heal and the longing for connection, especially when 
navigating the messiness of adulthood. 
 
 

40-Love by Olivia Dade 
This match is no game. 
When a rogue wave strips Tess Dunn of her bikini top, desperate, half-naked times call for desperate, please-cover-me-
kids-are-coming-closer measures. Enter Lucas Karlsson, AKA that flirty Swede in the water nearby. When he prevents her 
bare buoys from being exposed to fellow vacationers, even an ocean can't drown the sparks that fly. 
Lucas, a former top-level tennis pro now giving lessons at the resort, fled there after the abrupt, painful end to his injury-
plagued career. But he's finally ready to move on with his life--and after a few late-night, hands-on sessions with Tess, 
he's eager to prove he's the ace she wants. 
But this match comes with challenges: She's forty, and at twenty-six, he's barely old enough to rent a car. Worse, they 
only have two weeks together before Tess returns to her assistant-principal life in Virginia. During that brief time, they'll 
have to play hard, take a few risks, and find out whether their chemistry is a one-shot wonder...or whether they're 
meant to be doubles partners for life. 
 
 

The Intimacy Experiment by Rosie Danan 
Naomi Grant has built her life around going against the grain. After the sex-positive start-up she cofounded becomes an 
international sensation, she wants to extend her educational platform to live lecturing. Unfortunately, despite her long 
list of qualifications, higher ed won't hire her. 
Ethan Cohen has recently received two honors: LA Mag nominated him as one of the city's hottest bachelors and he 
became rabbi of his own synagogue. Low on both funds and congregants, the executive board of Ethan's new shul hired 
him with the hopes that his nontraditional background will attract more millennials to the faith. They've given him three 
months to turn things around or else they'll close the doors of his synagogue for good. 
Naomi and Ethan join forces to host a buzzy seminar series on Modern Intimacy, the perfect solution to their problems--
until they discover a new one--their growing attraction to each other. They've built the syllabus for love's latest 
experiment, but neither of them expected they'd be the ones putting it to the test. 
 
 

The Heart Principle by Helen Hoang 
When violinist Anna Sun accidentally achieves career success with a viral YouTube video, she finds herself incapacitated 
and burned out from her attempts to replicate that moment. And when her longtime boyfriend announces he wants an 
open relationship before making a final commitment, a hurt and angry Anna decides that if he wants an open 



relationship, then she does, too. Translation: She's going to embark on a string of one-night stands. The more 
unacceptable the men, the better. 
That's where tattooed, motorcycle-riding Quan Diep comes in. Their first attempt at a one-night stand fails, as does their 
second, and their third, because being with Quan is more than sex--he accepts Anna on an unconditional level that she 
has just started to understand herself. However, when tragedy strikes Anna's family she takes on a role that she is ill-
suited for, until the burden of expectations threatens to destroy her. Anna and Quan have to fight for their chance at 
love, but to do that, they also have to fight for themselves. 
 
 

While We Were Dating by Jasmine Guillory 
Ben Stephens has never bothered with serious relationships. He has plenty of casual dates to keep him busy, family 
drama he's trying to ignore and his advertising job to focus on. When Ben lands a huge ad campaign featuring movie 
star, Anna Gardiner, however, it's hard to keep it purely professional. Anna is not just gorgeous and sexy, she's also 
down to earth and considerate, and he can't help flirting a little... 
Anna Gardiner is on a mission: to make herself a household name, and this ad campaign will be a great distraction while 
she waits to hear if she's booked her next movie. However, she didn't expect Ben Stephens to be her biggest distraction. 
She knows mixing business with pleasure never works out, but why not indulge in a harmless flirtation? 
But their light-hearted banter takes a turn for the serious when Ben helps Anna in a family emergency, and they reveal 
truths about themselves to each other, truths they've barely shared with those closest to them. 
When the opportunity comes to turn their real-life fling into something more for the Hollywood spotlight, will Ben be 
content to play the background role in Anna's life and leave when the cameras stop rolling? Or could he be the leading 
man she needs to craft their own Hollywood ending? 
 
 

The Soulmate Equation by Christina Lauren 
Single mom Jessica Davis is a data and statistics wizard, but no amount of number crunching can convince her to step 
back into the dating world. Raised by her grandparents--who now help raise her seven-year-old daughter, Juno--Jess has 
been left behind too often to feel comfortable letting anyone in. After all, her father was never around, her hard-
partying mother disappeared when she was six, and her ex decided he wasn't "father material" before Juno was even 
born. Jess holds her loved ones close, but working constantly to stay afloat is hard...and lonely. 
But then Jess hears about GeneticAlly, a buzzy new DNA-based matchmaking company that's predicted to change dating 
forever. Finding a soulmate through DNA? The reliability of numbers: This Jess understands. 
At least she thought she did, until her test shows an unheard-of 98 percent compatibility with another subject in the 
database: one of GeneticAlly's founders, Dr. River Peña. This is one number she can't wrap her head around, because 
she already knows Dr. Peña. The stuck-up, stubborn man is without a doubt not her soulmate. But GeneticAlly has a 
proposition: Get to know him and we'll pay you. Jess--who is barely making ends meet--is in no position to turn it down, 
despite her skepticism about the project and her dislike for River. As the pair are dragged from one event to the next as 
the "Diamond Match" that could launch GeneticAlly's valuation sky-high, Jess begins to realize that there might be more 
to the scientist--and the science behind a soulmate--than she thought. 
Funny, warm, and full of heart, The Soulmate Equation proves that the delicate balance between fate and choice can 
never be calculated 
 
 

The Dating Plan by Sara Desai 
Daisy Patel is a software engineer who understands lists and logic better than bosses and boyfriends. With her life all 
planned out, and no interest in love, the one thing she can't give her family is the marriage they expect. Left with few 
options, she asks her childhood crush to be her decoy fiancé. 
Liam Murphy is a venture capitalist with something to prove. When he learns that his inheritance is contingent on being 
married, he realizes his best friend's little sister has the perfect solution to his problem. A marriage of convenience will 
get Daisy's matchmaking relatives off her back and fulfill the terms of his late grandfather's will. If only he hadn't broken 
her tender teenage heart nine years ago... 



Sparks fly when Daisy and Liam go on a series of dates to legitimize their fake relationship. Too late, they realize that 
very little is convenient about their arrangement. History and chemistry aren't about to follow the rules of this 
engagement. 
 
 

Life’s too Short by Abby Jimenez 

When Vanessa Price quit her job to pursue her dream of traveling the globe, she wasn't expecting to gain millions of 
YouTube followers who shared her joy of seizing every moment. For her, living each day to its fullest isn't just a motto. 
Her mother and sister never saw the age of 30, and Vanessa doesn't want to take anything for granted. But after her half 
sister suddenly leaves Vanessa in custody of her baby daughter, life goes from "daily adventure" to "next-level bad" 
(now with bonus baby vomit in hair). The last person Vanessa expects to show up offering help is the hot lawyer next 
door, Adrian Copeland. After all, she barely knows him. No one warned her that he was the Secret Baby Tamer or that 
she'd be spending a whole lot of time with him and his geriatric Chihuahua. Now she's feeling things she's vowed not to 
feel. Because the only thing worse than falling for Adrian is finding a little hope for a future she may never see.  

 
 
Dial A for Aunties by Jesse Q. Sutanto 
When Meddelin Chan ends up accidentally killing her blind date, her meddlesome mother calls for her even more 
meddlesome aunties to help get rid of the body. Unfortunately, a dead body proves to be a lot more challenging to 
dispose of than one might anticipate, especially when it is inadvertently shipped in a cake cooler to the over-the-top 
billionaire wedding Meddy, her Ma, and aunties are working at an island resort on the California coastline. It's the 
biggest job yet for the family wedding business --Don't leave your big day to chance, leave it to the Chans!--and nothing, 
not even an unsavory corpse, will get in the way of her auntie's perfect buttercream flowers.  
But things go from inconvenient to downright torturous when Meddy's great college love--and biggest heartbreak--
makes a surprise appearance amid the wedding chaos. Is it possible to escape murder charges, charm her ex back into 
her life, and pull off a stunning wedding all in one weekend? 
 
 

Rosaline Palmer Takes the Cake by Alexis Hall 
Following the recipe is the key to a successful bake. Rosaline Palmer has always lived by those rules--well, except for 
when she dropped out of college to raise her daughter, Amelie. Now, with a paycheck as useful as greaseproof paper 
and a house crumbling faster than biscuits in tea, she's teetering on the edge of financial disaster. But where there's a 
whisk there's a way . . . and Rosaline has just landed a spot on the nation's most beloved baking show. 
Winning the prize money would give her daughter the life she deserves--and Rosaline is determined to stick to the 
instructions. However, more than collapsing trifles stand between Rosaline and sweet, sweet victory. Suave, well-
educated, and parent-approved Alain Pope knows all the right moves to sweep her off her feet, but it's shy electrician 
Harry Dobson who makes Rosaline question her long-held beliefs--about herself, her family, and her desires. 
Rosaline fears falling for Harry is a guaranteed recipe for disaster. Yet as the competition--and the ovens--heat up, 
Rosaline starts to realize the most delicious bakes come from the heart. 
 
 

It Happened One Summer by Tessa Bailey 
Piper Bellinger is fashionable, influential, and her reputation as a wild child means the paparazzi are constantly on her 
heels. When too much champagne and an out-of-control rooftop party lands Piper in the slammer, her stepfather 
decides enough is enough. So he cuts her off, and sends Piper and her sister to learn some responsibility running their 
late father's dive bar... in Washington. 
Piper hasn't even been in Westport for five minutes when she meets big, bearded sea captain Brendan, who thinks she 
won't last a week outside of Beverly Hills. So what if Piper can't do math, and the idea of sleeping in a shabby apartment 
with bunk beds gives her hives. How bad could it really be? She's determined to show her stepfather--and the hot, 
grumpy local--that she's more than a pretty face. 
Except it's a small town and everywhere she turns, she bumps into Brendan. The fun-loving socialite and the gruff 
fisherman are polar opposites, but there's an undeniable attraction simmering between them. Piper doesn't want any 
distractions, especially feelings for a man who sails off into the sunset for weeks at a time. Yet as she reconnects with 



her past and begins to feel at home in Westport, Piper starts to wonder if the cold, glamorous life she knew is what she 
truly wants. LA is calling her name, but Brendan--and this town full of memories--may have already caught her heart. 

 
 
Isn’t it Bromantic? by Lyssa Kay Adams 
Elena Konnikova has lived her entire adult life in the shadows. As the daughter of a Russian journalist who mysteriously 
disappeared, she escaped danger the only way she knew how: She married her childhood friend, Vladimir, and moved to 
the United States, where he is a professional hockey player in Nashville. 
Vlad, aka the Russian, thought he could be content with his marriage of convenience. But it’s become too difficult to 
continue in a one-sided relationship. He joined the Bromance Book Club to learn how to make his wife love him, but all 
he’s learned is that he deserves more. He’s ready to create his own sweeping romance—both on and off the page. 
The bros are unwilling to let Vlad forgo true love—and this time they’re not operating solo. They join forces with Vlad’s 
neighbors, a group of meddling widows who call themselves the Loners. But just when things finally look promising, 
Elena’s past life intrudes and their happily ever after is cast into doubt.  
 
 

The Girl with Stars in Her Eyes by Xio Axelrod 
Growing up in dive bars up and down the East Coast, Toni Bennette's guitar was her only companion...until she met 
Sebastian Quick. Seb was a little older, a lot wiser, and before long he was Toni's way out, promising they'd escape their 
stifling small town together. Then Seb turned eighteen and split without looking back. 
Now, Toni's all grown up and making a name for herself in Philadelphia's indie scene. When a friend suggests she try out 
for a hot new up-and-coming band, Toni decides to take a chance. Strong, feminist, and fierce as fire, Toni B. and the 
Lillys are the perfect match...except Seb's now moonlighting as their manager. Whatever. Toni can handle it. No 
problem. Or it wouldn't be if Seb didn't still hold a piece of her heart...not to mention the key to her future. 
 
 

Second First Impressions by Sally Thorne 
Position Vacant: Two ancient old women residing at Providence Retirement Villa seek male assistant for casual 
exploitation and good-natured humiliation. Duties include boutique shopping, fast-food fetching, and sincerely rendered 
flattery. Good looks a bonus--but we aren't picky. 
An advertisement has been placed (again!) by the wealthy and eccentric Parloni Sisters. The salary is generous and the 
employers are 90 years old, so how hard could the job be? Well, none have lasted longer than a week. Most boys leave 
in tears. 
Ruthie Midona will work in Providence's front office, and be at the Parloni's beck and call, forever. That's sort of her life 
plan. If Ruthie can run the place in her almost-retired bosses' absence, with no hijinks/hiccups, she has a shot at 
becoming the new manager. She might also be able to defend her safe little world from Prescott Development, the new 
buyer of the prime site. Maybe after all that, she can find a cute guy to date. All she needs to do is stay serious--and 
that's what she does best. 
Until, one day, someone dazzling blows into town. 
Teddy Prescott devotes his life to sleeping, tattooing, and avoiding seriousness. When Teddy needs a place to crash, he 
makes a deal with his developer dad. Teddy can stay in one of Providence's on-site maintenance cottages--right next 
door to an unimpressed Ruthie--but only if he works there and starts to grow up. 
Ruthie knows how this sweetly selfish rich boy can earn his keep--and be out of her hair in under a week. After all, there 
is a position vacant... 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Contemporary Romances That Make Allison Feel Like She’s Watching a New Rom-Com 
 
Better Than the Movies by Lynne Painter 
Perpetual daydreamer Liz Buxbaum gave her heart to Michael a long time ago. But her cool, aloof forever crush never 
really saw her before he moved away. Now that he’s back in town, Liz will do whatever it takes to get on his radar—and 
maybe snag him as a prom date—even befriend Wes Bennet. The annoyingly attractive next-door neighbor might seem 
like a prime candidate for romantic comedy fantasies, but Wes has only been a pain in Liz’s butt since they were kids. 
Pranks involving frogs and decapitated lawn gnomes do not a potential boyfriend make. Yet, somehow, Wes and 
Michael are hitting it off, which means Wes is Liz’s in. But as Liz and Wes scheme to get Liz noticed by Michael so she can 
have her magical prom moment, she’s shocked to discover that she likes being around Wes. And as they continue to 
grow closer, she must reexamine everything she thought she knew about love—and rethink her own ideas of what 
Happily Ever After should look like. 
 
The Ex Talk by Rachel Lynn Solomon 
Shay Goldstein has been a producer at her Seattle public radio station for nearly a decade, and she can't imagine 
working anywhere else. But lately it's been a constant clash between her and her newest colleague, Dominic Yun, who's 
fresh off a journalism master's program and convinced he knows everything about public radio.  When the struggling 
station needs a new concept, Shay proposes a show that her boss green-lights with excitement. On The Ex Talk, two exes 
will deliver relationship advice live, on air. Their boss decides Shay and Dominic are the perfect co-hosts, given how 
much they already despise each other. Neither loves the idea of lying to listeners, but it's this or unemployment. Their 
audience gets invested fast, and it's not long before The Ex Talk becomes a must-listen in Seattle and climbs podcast 
charts.  As the show gets bigger, so does their deception, especially when Shay and Dominic start to fall for each other. 
In an industry that values truth, getting caught could mean the end of more than just their careers.  
 
Spoiler Alert by Olivia Dade 
Marcus Caster-Rupp has a secret. The world may know him as Aeneas, star of the biggest show on television, but 
fanfiction readers call him something else: Book!AeneasWouldNever. Marcus gets out his frustrations with the show 
through anonymous stories about the internet’s favorite couple, Aeneas and Lavinia. But if anyone discovered his online 
persona, he’d be finished in Hollywood. April Whittier has secrets of her own. A hardcore Lavinia fan, she’s long hidden 
her fanfic and cosplay hobbies from her “real life”—but not anymore. When she dares to post her latest costume 
creation on Twitter, her plus-size take goes viral. And when Marcus asks her out to spite her internet critics, truth 
officially becomes stranger than fanfiction. On their date, Marcus quickly realizes he wants more from April than a one-
time publicity stunt. But when he discovers she’s Unapologetic Lavinia Stan, his closest fandom friend, he has one more 
huge secret to keep from her. With love and Marcus’s career on the line, can the two of them stop hiding once and for 
all, or will a match made in fandom end up prematurely cancelled? 
 
The Flatshare by Beth O’Leary 
After a bad breakup, Tiffy Moore needs a place to live. Fast. And cheap. But the apartments in her budget have her 
wondering if astonishingly colored mold on the walls counts as art.  Desperation makes her open minded, so she 
answers an ad for a flatshare. Leon, a night shift worker, will take the apartment during the day, and Tiffy can have it 
nights and weekends. He’ll only ever be there when she’s at the office. In fact, they’ll never even have to meet.  Tiffy and 
Leon start writing each other notes – first about what day is garbage day, and politely establishing what leftovers are up 
for grabs, and the evergreen question of whether the toilet seat should stay up or down. Even though they are 
opposites, they soon become friends. And then maybe more.  But falling in love with your roommate is probably a 
terrible idea…especially if you've never met. 
 
Waiting for Tom Hanks by Kerry Winfrey 
Annie Cassidy dreams of being the next Nora Ephron. She spends her days writing screenplays, rewatching Sleepless in 
Seattle, and waiting for her movie-perfect meet-cute. If she could just find her own Tom Hanks—a man who’s sweet, 
sensitive, and possibly owns a houseboat—her problems would disappear and her life would be perfect. But Tom Hanks 
is nowhere in sight.  When a movie starts filming in her neighborhood and Annie gets a job on set, it seems like a sign. 
Then Annie meets the lead actor, Drew Danforth, a cocky prankster who couldn’t be less like Tom Hanks if he tried. Their 



meet-cute is more of a meet-fail, but soon Annie finds herself sharing some classic rom-com moments with Drew. Her 
Tom Hanks can’t be an actor who’s leaving town in a matter of days...can he? 
 
The Bromance Book Club by Lyssa Kay Adams 
Nashville Legends second baseman Gavin Scott's marriage is in major league trouble. He’s recently discovered a 
humiliating secret: his wife Thea has always faked the Big O. When he loses his cool at the revelation, it’s the final straw 
on their already strained relationship. Thea asks for a divorce, and Gavin realizes he’s let his pride and fear get the better 
of him.  Distraught and desperate, Gavin finds help from an unlikely source: a secret romance book club made up of 
Nashville's top alpha men. With the help of their current read, a steamy Regency titled Courting the Countess, the guys 
coach Gavin on saving his marriage. But it'll take a lot more than flowery words and grand gestures for this hapless 
Romeo to find his inner hero and win back the trust of his wife. 


